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hen designing a residential space, it’s all 
about one set of clients. Once you un-
derstand the clients’ needs and wants, 

it’s a matter of helping them plan for the pres-
ent and future through an efficient and attrac-
tive design that will stand the test of time.

You always have to be cognizant of costs in 
building, but when planning commercial spac-
es, there’s usually a very thin financial margin 
between success and failure. Design flexibility 
is essential to accommodate a wide range of 
tenant needs and tastes over the long haul and 
you have to pay close attention to every detail 
and its potential impact on the initial build. 

This usually means that many commercial proj-
ects address function, but pay little attention to 
the aesthetics. 

The key to a perfect balance between the two 
values is to find ways to use common materials 
in uncommon applications. By utilizing 
functional elements as opportunities to build 
aesthetic value, a stimulating personality can 
be created for a building or complex that will 
serve it well and keep the environment fresh 
through the years.  
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“I recently went to a new doctor and 

noticed he was located in something 

called The Professional Building.  

I felt better already.”

George Carlin


